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PREFACE. 


HAT the ſeaſoning of youth with truth and: 


the pure genuine doArine of chriſtianity is a 
of mighty conſequetice, cannot bo in the leaſt 
oted by any that obſerve (as who may not?) that 
he lamentable ignorance of the generality of thoſe 
10 are honoured with the name of Chriſtians, and 
groſs erroneouſneſs and miſunderſtanding of the 
ſpel, that multitudes, which yet make a great pro- 
ſion of it, are manifeſtly guilty of, are to be impu- 
to no one thing ſo much as to the neglect of that 
ty: and that the want of pious education hath more 
an any other thing whatſcever rendered ineffeQual 
induſtrious endeavours of faithful miniſters for the 
od of ſouls. 

Firſt, this is apparently the grand and favdamental 
iſe of ſo many people's groſs. ignorance of that religi- 
which they are baptized into, and have all their 

ys lived under the preaching of; and tis not to be 

nied that thoſe whoſe underſtandings gain none, or 

t very inconſiderable improvement by hearing the 
y ſcriptures read; and the doctrines they contain, ex- 

Tined in the church, are almoſt univerſally ſuch as 
noſe parents, or thoſe that had the charge of them, 

K none or very little care to inſtru at home. 

And who doth not ſee alſo, that the ſtrange proneneſs 
people to be miſled, and turned about with every 

ind of doctrine, is nothing ſo much to be attributed 
their want of good: preaching, as to their not being 

poſſeſſed and early anticipated with the wholeſom 
ds of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their not being timely 
A 2 antidoted 
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iv PREFACE. 
antidoted with the doctrine that is according to godli. May o 
neſs, againſt the poiſonous principles of the many de · Ind ex 
ceivers that are entred into the world, and make ſuchBnfyer 
ſad havock of ſouls among ourſelves, ractic 
And as the conſtant experience of mankind affurethſknowl. 
us, that there is no ſuch time for improving in other ſciqul con 
ences or myſteries, as youth, and that few become ve roved 
ry conſiderable in any profeſſion, who have not ſtudied Pod, h 
it in their younger years, ſo tis rare to find any thatbout 1 
have attained to but a competent proficiency, in th] Tis 
great myſtery of godlineſs, in whom the grounds of inen in 
have not been laid in that age. Therefore the wilews tc 
man adviſeth to remember our Creator in the days dy no 
our youth, and to train up a child in the way that h in th 
ſhould go, adding that when Rs js old, he will ndreater 
then depart from it. And as St. Paul told Timoth 
who had a religious mother and grandmother, that fro: 
a child he had known the ſcriptures, which are ab 
to make him wiſe to ſalvation, ſo hath it always bee 
the practice of truly pious parents and governours Gite ar 
youth, to take care that God and the good things Gught 
his law may get the firſt poſſeſſion of their children This 
hearts; and not to neglect the well principling of they wiſe 
till they arrive at a mature and ſettled judgment: at thi 
well knowing that young ones are ordinarily as muqþd of i 
more docile and tractable than thoſe of ripe years, Þiſm : 
is a twig more lithe and yielding than the body oſſichſtar 
grown tree; and that *tis far eaſier to prevent the fiÞnfined 
ing of evil habits in their ſouls, than to extirpate theþunt, \ 
being fixed. That 


Now in order to the better inſtructing of youth, ięrſtand 
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PREFACE, wv 
odli· May of learning them catechiſms, or books containing 
de · nd explaining the ſubſtance of religion by queſtions and 
ſuchÞnſwers,is commended by the general and very ancient 
ractice of the church of God; but it muſt be ac- 
urethknowledged that through the tooimprudent and unſkil- 
er ſci-ful compoſure of moſt catechiſnis, this way hath not 
ne ve proved ſo ſucceſsful, as it might, with the bleſſing of 
udiedÞod, have been, had due care and judgment been uſed 
y thaFYbout them. 
in the] 'Tis eaſie toſhew how much there is of miſtake and 
Is of inen in them; and that, whereas God commanded the 
e wilgews to teach their children his laws and ſtatutes, not 
lays quy notions of their own, they are generally too faul- 
that h/ in this particular: And by this means have become 
ill ndffreater propagators of ſome uncertain ſpeculations, and 
mothyren dangerous errors, than furtherances of uſeful and 
at froſſeceſſary knowledge; and poſſeſſed the learners of 
re abſþem both with a wrong notion of chriſtianity in ge- 
ys beeferal, and ſuch particular opinions as tend to enner- 
10urs gte and make inſignificant the wholeſom doctrine 
nings Sught by them. 
uldrenf This great abuſe hath very much been complained of 
of they wiſe and good men; and it was the affecting ſenſe 
ent: Sat the moſt pious and worthy perſon, our author, 
as: muted of it that prevail'd with him to compoſe this cate- 
2ears, fiſm: of whom (by the way) I cannot forbear (not- 
ody offithitanding the extreamly narrow room I am here 
t the fipufined to) to give this general and very ſhort ac- 
ate theþunt, viz. | 
That as he was highly valued(by men capable of un- 
outh,tÞritanding the worth of that accompliſhment )for his 
| A 3 excel- 
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no virtues he was more obſerved to be an example of 
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excellent learning, ſo all good men that had the hap 
pineſs of knowing him could do no other than great! 
love and honour him for the incomparably more noble 
endowment of a divine temper and moſt Chriſt-like 
ſpirit that appeared in him. Among others, there were 


worle 
ly be 
taker 
Fo 
yet d 
it to 
than a dove-like innocence and ſimplicity, a lamb. likqͥ point 
nieekneſs, humility and peaceableneſs, the greateſt be] 2. 
nignity, candor and ingenuity, the moſt chriſtian (thaſ ever 
is, unlimited and univerſal) charity; (in which thoſq be ha 
that diſſented from him in matters of religion (whicq en lib 
is rare in theſe days) had not only a real but great inſ ing tc 
tereſt ) intire ſelf-reſignation to the will of God, and on: ne 
very devout temper of mind towards him. And tho{phraſ, 
muſt needs conclude that he loved God and the ſoulgſcure 
of men in an eminent degree, that obſerved how veryſptied 
publick ſpirited he was, and wonderfully induſtrious iſ purpo 
contriving and promoting deſigns for the bettering offi pron 
the world, and in exciting others to do the like. ced w 
To dmit other laſting monuments of his pious in An 
duſtry, Mr. Mede's moſt elaborate diſcourſes, by himfother 
collected and publiſhed in one great volume, will perÞgnora 
petuate his memory, All, that know what he hath the 
there alone performed, will pronounce him a moſt indeFplicati 
fatigable pains-taker for the publick good. ith a 
And I preſume that thoſe that ſhall conſider the ſol may t 
lowing catechiſm, will acknowledge it a no leſs laboriouppng no 
than judicious work, and conſequently that it is ano. pf the 
ther very ſingular inſtance of his ſolicitous concern forfwithou 
their better part. And as I ſaid, that the ſenſe he hadpiſtinQ 
of the ill ſervices that too many catechiſms do in theſfiroak: 
world, 


PREFACE. vii 
> hap world, was the occaſion of his compoſing this, ſo I veri- 
reatlyf ly believe that a more effectual courſe cannot well be 
noble] taken for remedying of that miſchief, 
t-lik} For, firft, that ſo it may neither be too large nor 
e wen yet defective, he hath with excellent judgment made 
ple olſ it to conſiſt of all the moſt neceſſary and important 
b-likg points of religion, and of none other. 
eſt be 2. That ſo all chriſtians of what denomination ſo- 
1 (thaJever may have no temptation to ſuſpect the truth of it, 
thoſſ be hath compoſed it of texts of ſcripture z and nat tak- 
whicl en liberty to expreſs any one doctrine, whether relat- 
2at ing ing to faith or manners, in words of his own inventi- 
and $on: nor hath he any where made uſe of ſuch ſcriptural 
| thoſgphraſes as to men of competent underſtandings are ob- 
e ſoulſ ſcure or ambiguous ; or ſo much as ſeemingly miſap- 
v veryiplied' any: but all he uſed are very pertinent to his 
ious inpurpoſe, according to the apparent ſenſe of them; as, 
ing off] promiſe myſelf, all perſons not groſly filly or prejudi- 

ced will bear me witneſs. 

dus in] And whereas ſeveral phraſes are briefly explained in 
y himother words, it is done only for the ſake of the moſt 
Il pergnorant, and to render them at firſt fight intelligible 
e hath the very loweſt capacities: Nor are any of thoſe ex- 
t indeÞylications ſuch as, I can ſee, may be called in queſtion 
vith any ſhadow of reaſon. But beſides, that no man 
ie ſol may think his judgment impoſed upon by them, tak- 
orioupng notice that they are not to be eſteemed as a part 
s ano. f the catechiſm; and that ſo it may readily be read 
rn forfwithout them, they are all marked to be printed in 4 
ne hadfiſtin& character, and moreover incloſed with two 
in theſſtroaks, as parentheſes, 

vorld, In 
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In ſhort, the reader may reap theſe following ad Pis ca 
vantages, by the careful peruſal of this catechiſin. d di: 
1. He may be inſtructed thereby in the main bodybem: 
and ſubſtance of ſimple pure chriſtianity, without theſpery W 
adulterations and ſpurious mixtures (to borrowa phraſeſſ what 
from a very excellent doctor) of man-made divinity, entiy 
2. He may here at once and with the ſelf ſame la Sec 
bour be both taught the main points of his religion, ither 
and how to prove them. auſe 
3. He here hath them expreſſed in the moſt affectingonſid 
manner and with greateſt authority, becauſe in theſenoug 
words of the holy ſcriptures : which are certainly moreſreque 
commanding, ſtrike with greater awe and a quickerand] No 
more pungent ſenſe, more powerfully influence ourſgead « 
minds and ſweetly infinuate their ſenſe into our fouls, I throu 
than can any of our own deviſing. And I may heretoſus pe 


apply the well known verſe, in us 
Dulcius ex ipſo fonte bibuntur aquae. fing 1 
Pipe-waters vapid taſte and dead he ha 
To thoſe drunk at the fountain head. be g 


4. He will hence evidently perceive that thechriſtian 
religion is no ſpeculative but a purely practical ſcience, 
and that the deſign and buſineſs thereof is (zhough 
thoſe that would not have it fo will not ſee it) to 
make men inwardly and really righteous, to purifie 
our ſouls from all fleſhly and ſpiritual pollutions, and 
endue us with a God-like and divine nature. 

I ſhall now make two humble and earneſt requeſts, 
and then conclude my already too long preface. 

Firſt, that parents and others that have the chargeof 
youth, will be pleaſed to inſtruct them throughly in 
this 


PREFACE, ix 
ng ad. bis catechiſm ; I mean after they have well learned 
n. d digeſted that which the church bath ſet forth for, 
2 bodyſſhem : concerning which I muſt needs ſay, that as it is 
ut theſhery well adapted to the capacities of young ones, ſo 
phraſeſſ whatſoever too many do think of it) it is an excel- 
inity, fently good foundation to ſuperſtruct upon. 

me la. Secondly, That thoſe that are more than children, 
ligion,ſeither in age or underſtanding, will not diſdain (be- 
auſe this is a catechiſm ) frequently to read it and 
eCtingſconſideratively to weigh and ponder it. I have ſaid 
in theſenough to perſwade my readers not to deny me theſe 
y morefirequeſts. 

er and Now the God of peace that brought again from the 
e Our 
ſouls through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 
heretoſus perfect in every good work to do his will, working 
in us that which is well pleafing in his ſight, (by bleſ- 
ing to us this and all thoſe many other excellent helps 
he hath graciouſly afforded us for that purpoſe)to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſneep, 
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A 
SCRIPTURE CATECHISM. 


HAT is the main duty and concerument of man ? 


To fear God and keep his Commandments is the 
whole duty of man. 

What is Gad ? 

God is a ſpirit, moſt pure and holy, moſt good, 
merciful and gracious, molt juſt and righteous, moſt 
true and faithful, all-knowing, almighty, eternal, and 

eve.y where preſent. 

How may it be known that there is a God? 

The inviſible things of God from the creation of the 
World are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead. 
» How many Gods are there ? 

There is none other God but one, for though there 
be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in 
earth (as there be gods many and lords many) yet 
to us there is but one God the father, of whom are all 
things, &c. 

What dath the ſcripture affirm of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt ? | 

The Scripture ſaith that there are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word (or the Son) 
and the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one. 

What is meant by God's being @ ſpirit ? 

By God's being aſpirit is meant that he hath notfleſh 
and bor s, that he cannot be handled or ſeen, ſo that 
there is nothing to which we can liken him, nor any 
likeneſs which we may compare unto him. 

What do you learn from this, that God is a ſpirit ? 

From this, that God is a ſpirit, I learn, that they 
thatworſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 
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A Scripture Catechiſm. 


What is meant by God's being moſt pure and holy? 

By God's being moſt pure and holy is meant, that he 
is not a God that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, that he 
is of purer eyes than to behold evil, (chat it with a lik- 
ing of it ) and that he cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither doth he tempt any mau. 

What do von learn from the confederation of God's 
purity and holineſs ? 

From the conſideration of God's purity and holineſs, 
I learn that I, ought to abhor that which is evil, and 
cleave to that which is good, t. purifie myſelf even as 
he is pure, and to be holy in all manner of converſati- 
on, as God is holy. | 

What is meant by God's being moſt good, merciful 


and gracious ? 


By this that God is moſt good, merciful and graci- 
ous is meant, that his tender mercies are over a// his 
works, that he doth good, and giveth good things unto 
them that aſk him, that he is full of compaſſion and 


longſuffering, ready to pardon, flow to anger and of 


great kindneſs, and that he hath no pleaſure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn away 
from his way and live, and is not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repen- 
tance. 

What duty toward; God do you learn from the conſi- 
deration of his goodneſs and mercy? | 

The duty towards God, that I learn from the conſi- 
deration of his goodneſs and mercy is this, that we 
ought to love God becauſe he firſt loved us, that we 
ſhould praiſe him and give thanks unto him, and be 
perſwaded by his mercies to preſent our bodies a li- 
ving ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is our 


_ reaſonable ſervice. 


What duty towards man do you learn from the conſi- 
Aeration of God's goodneſs and mercy ? 

The duty towards mas which I learn from the conſi- 

; | deration 
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tion of God's goodneſs and mercy is this, that we 
d be patient towards all men, not rendring evil 
vil to any man, but do good to all, even to them 
hate us, and to be merciful as our father is 
merciful, and kind to the unthankful and to the 
and forgive one another, even as God for Chriſt's 
> hath forgiven us. 
In what eſpecially is the kindneſs, love and mercy of 
manifeſied to us? 
n this was manifeſted the love of God to us, in 
he ſent his only begotten Son into the world, to 
he propitiation for our fins, and not for ours only, 
alſo*for the ſins of the whole world, that we might 
through him. 
Doth the goodneſs and grace of God in the goſpel 
e ſecurity to ſinners, or ſhall aue continue in fin that 
ce may abound? © 
od forbid ; for the goodneſs of God leadeth us 
epentance, and the grace of God that bringeth ſal- 
jon teacheth us that denying ungodlineſs and world- 
luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godli- 
n this preſent world. 
Leu ſaid that God is moſt juſt and righteous, what 
eant thereby ? 
yy God's being moſt juſt and righteous is meant, 


t God the judge of all the earth will do right, and 


der to every man according to his deeds, that his 
ys are right, and equal, and his judgment is accor- 
to truth. | , 
Hat duty towards God do you learn from his juſtice 
d righteoujneſs ? 
he duty towards God that I learn fram' his juſtice 
d righteouſneſs is this, that ſeeing God, without re- 
ct of perſons, judgeth according to every man's 
rk, we ought to paſs the time of our ſojourning 
e in fear; and 1 farther learn, that when God's 
gments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
B world 


. 
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world ſhould learn righteouſneſs, and acknowleqQI cc 
that God is juſt and righteous in all his works thatÞd, 
doth, and that therefore we ſhould not complain, ſho! 
be hunibled and accept of the puniſhment of our! d- 
quities, and bear the indignation of the Lord becy th 


we have ſinned againſt him. n 52 
What duty towards man do you learn from the j 1 
and righteouſneſs of God ? wa 


The duty towards an that I learn from the jul! no 
and righteouſneſs of God is this, to do no evil toe, b 
neighbour, nor go beyond or defraud my brotha{pe, 
any matter, the Lord being the avenger of all (ugh us 
but, without having reſpect of perſons, to do ju. 
and judgment, which is more acceptable to the H= 
than ſacrifice ; to render unto all their dues, and tofW he 
to others as I would that they ſhould do to me; Fg r 
laſtly, when I am reviled not to revile again, we» 
1 ſuffer not to threaten, but to commit myſelf Er, fr 


Chriſt did) to him that judgeth righteouſſy. lier 
You ſaid that God is moſt true and faithful, whaunce 
meant thereby ? id: 


By God's being moſt true and faithful is mei the 
that God cannot lye, nor deny himſelf, that with his 
is no variableneſs nor ſhaddow of turning, but a 
he keepeth covenant and mercy to them that y C 
him and keep his commandments ; he will do, Fect 
make good what he hath ſpoken, nor ſhall any vw he 
fail of all that he hath promiſed. | 

What duty totvardi God do you learn from his bed it 
moft true and faithful ? 

The duty towards God which I learn from his 
ing moſt true and faithful is this, that we draw n 
to God with a true heart in full aſſurance of faith, 
call upon him in truth; for he trieth the heart 
hath pleaſure in uprightneſs, he requireth truth (or From 
cerity) in the inward parts, and will give ear unto 
prayer that goeth not out of feigned lips, 
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I hat farther duty towards Go.! ao on learn from 
truth and faithfulneſs? 

I co farther learn from the truth and faithfulneſs of 
pd, that if we ſuffer according to the will of God. 
ſhould commit the keeping of our ſouls to him in 
ll doing as unto a faithful creator, as being perſwa- 
| that he is able to keep that which we commit to 
n «gainſt that day, (and therefore will do it) and 
t we ſhould hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith with- 
wavering, he being faithful that promiſed, and 


owle 
s that 
lain, 
our 


d be 


the Ju 


he jul! not ſuffer us to be tempted above that we are 
vil to We, but will with the temptation alſo make a way to 
hrotheitpe, that we may be able to bear it, and will eſta- 
all (uh vs and keep us from evil. 


hat duty towards man do you learn from God's 
not true and faithful? 
Fhe duty towards man which I learn from God's 


do jul 
the 
and to 


me; Ing molt true and faithful is this, that putting away 
in, vg every man ſhould ſpeak truth with his neigh- 
nyſelf r, from his heart, and that in our mouth, and ſpi- 


nere ſhould be no guile, but in ſimplicity and God- 
ſincerity we ſhould have our converſation in the 
id: for ly ing lips are an abomination to the Lord, 
they that deal truly, and are upright | in their way 
t with his delight. 
but What is meant by this that God is all-knowing ? 
that yy God's being all-knowing is meant, that he is 
do, Fect in knowledge, and his underſtanding is infinite, 
| any ut he underſtands our thoughts afar off, and is ac- 
inted with all our ways, and that there is not a 
u his bad in our tongue but he knoweth it altogether, 
ber is there any creature that is not manifeſt in his 
om his It, but all things are naked and opened unto the 
draw nÞ of him with whom we have to do. 
f faith, Nat do you learn from God's being moſt wiſe and 
heart Q#nowing ? 
-uth (or From God's being moſt wiſe and all- know ing I 
Ar unto B 2 learn 
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learn, that I ought to ſerve him with a perfect hee 


and with a willing mind; for the Lord knoweth er e: 
hearts, and underſtandeth all the imaginations of | 
thoughts, and his eyes are open upon all the ways I ! 
the ſons of men, to give to every one according to We . 


ways and according to the fruit of his doings. at! 


What is meant by this, that Cod is almighty? nd t 

By God's being almighty is meant, that he is He L 
bleſſed and only potentate, whom none is able to wi Fe 
ſtand, that with him nothing is impoſſible, nothi f 
too hard for him, and that he doth whatſoever By 
pleaſeth in heaven and in earth, and no thought t [ 
his can be hindered. eave 

What do you learn from God's being almighty ? els is 

From God's being almighty I learn, that we oy refer 
above all) to fear him and to tremble at his pod | 
ſence, as alſo to ſubmit ourſelves unto him, to hun 4 
ourſelves under his mighty hand, and to walk be Hen 
him and be perfect (that is, in all things obedi Fre 
and on the contrary to take heed how we prov ©" 


him to jealouſie, who is ſtronger than we, andt od | 
we harden not our ſelves againſt him. d all 

What do you farther learn from God's being Er fa 
mighty ? ill r. 


From God's being almighty I farther learn, tha Wh 
ought to truſt in him, and not to be afraid what Pere 
can do unto us ; for if God be for us, who can bt T fr 
gainſt us? that we be ſtrong in the Lord and in Pore 
power of his might, and be fully perſwaded that t N 
God hath promiſed, he is able alſo to perform. 

What is meant by God's being eternal? 


By this that God is eternal is meant, that he is fr din 
everlaſting to everlaſting, the beginning and thee Ha 
which is, and which was, and which is to come, f***» 
he is the ſame, and his years have no end, that 
only hath immortality, ( that is, originally and | 

him, 


— — 
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& he$im/elf) is uncorruptible, unchangeable, and liveth 


veth er ever and ever. 

of bat do you learn from God's being eternal? 

ways I learn from God's being eternal, that there is to 
g toe given unto him honour and glory for ever and ever, 
| at he is to be bleſſed from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
? 


nd that we ought to truſt in the Lord for ever, for in 
e is De Lord Fehowah is everlaſting ſtrength. 
to will Vu ſaid that God is every where preſent, what is 
othin ant thereby ? 
ever By this, that God is every where preſent, is meant, 
ught at he fills heaven and earth, yea the heaven and the 
eaven of heavens cannot contain him, that his great» 
bry ? eſs is unſearchable, ſo that there is no flying from his 
ve ouleſence, nor can any hide himſelf in ſecret places that 
his Pod ſhall not ſee him . 
o hun bat do jou learn from God's being every wiew 
Ik besen? 
obedie From God's being every 1 preſent I learn, that 
pronſe are to pray every where, lifting up holy hands, 
and Pod being nigh unto all them that call upon him: 
d all that call upon him in truth, and if we pray to 
being r father which is in ſecret, he which ſeeth in ſecret 
ill reward us openly. 
n. tha! bat do you farther learn from God's being every 
What ere preſent ? 
) can b | from thence farther learn, that we ought to walk 
nd in fore him in truth and with a perfect heart, and do 


that Mat which is good in his fight, hat it concerns us to 
eep his precepts, for that all our ways are before 
im, and the eyes of the Lord are in every place be- 

he ks Iding the evil and the good. 
4 thee Having ſeen aubat God is in his nature and attri- 
ome, Nei, proceed we to the works of God: Tell me then 
that ho made the world and preſerveth all things therein? 
and God the Lord alone made heaven, the heaven of 
binſfaveus, wich all their hoſt, the earth and all things 
B 3 that 


IM. 


, 
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that are therein, the ſeas and all that is therein, ail b. 
he preſerveth them all. 

What 'earn you from God's creating and preſervi 
the world and all tbin s therein? Wh, 

T learn that God the Lord is worthy to receive gle % 
ry and honour and power, for that he hath created: 
things, and through his pleaſure they are, and we 
created; and becauſe he preſerveth man and beaſt, a 
the whole earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lor 
our mouth ſhould ſpeak the praiſes of the Lord, a 
all fleſh bleſs his holy name for ever and ever: Seeiſd c. 
that of him and through him are all things, to him th 
glory for ever and ever. Ho- 

Il ho governs the world and all things therein ? 1 60 

God that made the world and all things thereqÞ*ge 
is Lord of heaven and earth, he hath prepared #5 
throne in the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth o G9 
all, he doth whatſoever he pleaſeth both in heaven aÞghte 
in earth, and worketh all things according to the couf nich 
ſel of his own will. nds, 

What learn you from God's governing the world a Di; 
all things therein? 

From God's governing the world and all thing 
therein I learn, that therefore the earth ſhould 
Joice ; for juſtice and judgment are the habitation (F 
eſtabliſbment) of his throne, and mercy and truth ſ 
go before his face; and that from the riſing of i By 
ſun to the going down thereof God's name is to Wrath 
praiſed; for who is like unto the Lord our God vat a 
dwelleth on high, and humbleth himſelf to behold i Di. 
things that are in heaven and in earth? tion 

IWhat do you farther learn from God's governing ih m 
world and all things therein? | 80 

I do farther learn from thence, that we ſhould ſagſotter 
ewhatjoever befalleth us,wwith Eli, it is the Lord (fat v 
16, the Lord hath appointed or permitted it) let him Wt 
what ſeemeth him good, and xi Corift, not u 
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in, ail! but thine be done, and with Job, whether the 


ord giveth or taketh away, bleſſed be the name of 
ſervi Ic Lord. 


What do ycu yet farther learn from God's gewerning 


ive gie w, and all things therein ? 

ated; I do yet farther learr from thence, thatwe ſhould 
id wellbmmit our way and work unto the Lord, and in all 
aſt, aur ways acknowledge him, who then will direct our 
 LordWths, that we ſhould truſt in the living God, who is 
rd, ae Saviour of all men, eſpecially of them that believe, 
: SeeinfWÞd caſt all our care and burthen upon bim, who ca- 


th {or us, and will ſuſtain us. 
How did God create man? 
God made man upright, and created him in his own 


) him 


in? 


there" ge- 
ared i berein Toth God's image in man conſiſt ? 
th God's image in man doth conſiſt in knowledge, 


gbteouſneſs and true holineſs, and in the dominion 
hich God made him to have over the works of his 
ands. 

Did our firft parents, Adam and Eve,continue in that 
bod eftate wherein they were created! 

No, they fell from it by ſinning againſt God, in 
at they did eat of the tree whereof God comman- | 
d that they ſhould not eat. 

uth 1 //hat then followed upon Adam's tranſgreſſion? 

g of tif By at one man fin entered into the world, and 
is to Heath by fin; and fo death paſſed upon all men, for 
30d at all have ſinned, for the wages of fin is death. 
hold th Did God leave man to periſh in this miſerable con- 
tion, or did he in love and pity to us, provide a way 
nd means for us to be ſaved from fin and death ? 

So God loved the world that he gave his only be- 
uld faftotten Son Jeſus Chrift, to fave us from our fins, and 
rd (at we ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

- him J /'hat do the Scriptures inform us concerning this 


not nf/e/us Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God ? 1 
c 


ven al 
ne COU 


orld a 
[ thing 
Quld 


ation | 


ning t 
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The Scriptures inform us, that he is the bright 
| of his Father's glory and the expreſs image of his pe 
| ſon, that in him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the G 
| head bodily, that he is over all God bleſſed for er 
wi that he was fore-ordained before the foundation of 
| world, and when the fulneſs of time was come CG 
[ ſent forth his Son made of a woman, being concein}. La 
"Ip of the virgin Mary by the Holy Ghoſt and power eme 
y the Moſt High, that he was holy, harmleſs and ur on 
filed in his life, that he did no fin, neither was gie. u 
found in his mouth, that he went up and down Mom e 
ing good, and was approved of God by mira min 
wonders, and ſigns which God did by him, that 17 
died for our fins, and was buried, and roſe again e. 
third day, according to the ſcriptures, and in the ſiꝗ Th 
of the apoilles while they beheld, he was recerved erich, 
to heaven and fate at the right hand of God, frafe... 
whence he ſhall come in like manner, at the end of i 
world, being ordained of God to judge the quick : 
the dead, | 
How did Jeſus Chriſt ſave us from fin and deat! 
Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the h 
by being made a curſe (or enduring a curſed death ) 
us, and God made him to be fin (or a ſacrifice f 
fin ) for us, that we might be made the righteouſr 
of God in him, he taſted death for every man, and g 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all in 
quity, and purifie to himſelf a peculiar people 20 
lous of good works. 
What do you learn from God's love in ſending hisS 
to be the propitiation for our ſins ? 
I learn from thence, that if God ſo loved us, wif 
ought alſo to love one another, and that it God ſp 
red not his own Son, but delivered him up for us d 
ne will with him alſo freely give us all things. nos 
What do yoa farther learn from God's love in tom 


yift of bis Son? e 
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* ight T learn to ſay with the Apoſtle, bleſſed be the God 

f his $4 father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us 

= Galcth all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, in whom we have 
OT Ev 


or )demption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
on dus, according to the riches of his grace; and to de- 
me ire with the elders before the throne, that worthy 1s 
once Lamb that was fliin, and by his blood hath re- 
Powerſheemed us unto God, to receive power andriches and 
nd urqſiaom and ſtrength and honour and glory and bleſ- 
wt g, unto him therefore that loved us and waſhed us 
own m our fins in his own blood, to him be glory and 
mirc minion for ever and ever. amen. 


,that ¶ ho are thoſe that ſhall receive forgiveneſs of fin, 
S411 Wd eternal life and ſalvation by Feſus Chriſt ? 

the 4 They that believe in Chriſt, and repent, ſhall not 
erve 


iſh, but receive remiſſion of ſins, and everlaſting 
fe; and he is the author of eternal ſalvation to all 
hem that obey him. 

Seeing then that faith and repentance and new obe- 
ence are of abſolute neceſſity to ſa vation by Teſus 
brift ; firſt, what is true and ſaving faith? 

True and ſaving faith is to believe with the heart, 


xd, fro 
nd oft 
uick a 


#2” / Wat Jeſus is the Chriſt, hat is, that he was anointed, 
7fice nd ſent of God, to be a Prophet, Prieſt, and King, 
eOulr Ind to receive him as ſuch. 

nd gf hat is it to believe with the heart that Jeſus Chriſt 


ra, anointed and ſent of God to be a Prophet, and to 

eceive him as ſuch ? 
To believe with the heart that Jeſus Chriſt was a- 
ointed and ſent of God to be a Prophet, and to re- 
eive him as ſuch, is (e Fectua l) and throughly ) to be- 
eve that he was anointed and ſent of God to preach 
e Goſpel, whereby he hath brought life and immor- 
lity to light, that he was ſent to ſpeak unto the world 
hoſe things which he heard from God, who gave him 
Fommandment what he ſhould ſay and ſpeak, and 
ere fore to hear him( that is obey bim) in all 3 
at 
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What if we ſhall refuſe or neglect to hear this Pr, 
phet, and ſball diſobey his dorine ? 

Every ſoul which will not hear this Prophet ſhall M Seeir 
deſtroyed from among the people; for he that deſpſod, t 
ſeth him, deſpiſeth him that ſent him, and if they the | 
caped not that refuſed him [ Mo/es] that ſpake on eari for 
much more ſhall not we eicape, it we turn away frodie thr 
him Chriſithat ſpeaketh from heaven. And if the wd gr: 
ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſa 7. 
and diſobedience received a juſt recompence of rewaidWþr;/7 ; 
how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalvation Wy. as 

What is it to believe with the heart that Jeſus Chrifl To 
was anointed and ſent of God to be a Prieſt, and to inte 
ceive him as ſuch ? | 

To believe with the heart that Jeſus Chriſt was 
nointed and ſent of God to be a Prieſt, and to recen 
him as ſuch, is (efe4ually )to believe that he offer 
himſelf without ſpot to God, and gave himſelf for u 
an offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelli 
favour, to the end that he might make reconciliatic 
for iniquity, and put away fin by the ſacrifice of hin 
ſelf, and therefore to look for redemption through b 
blood, and not to expect ſalvation in any other; fc 
there is none other name under heaven given amon 
men whereby we mult be ſaved, 

Did Cor'/t perform and execute all that belonged 
his prieftly office here on earth, or doth be yet continue 
Prieſt in heaven ? 

Chritt our High Prieſt having once offered one ſi 
crifice for ſins for ever, he with his own blood entere( 
in once (for all) into heaven, there to appear in thi 
preſence of God for us, and he is able to ſave them tt 
the uttermoſt that come unto God by him, ſeeing ht 
ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. 

What encouragement doth the belief of Chriſt's conti 
nuing and acting as a Prieſt in heaven afford unto us: 


Seeing 


510 Pr 
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Seeing we have a great High Prieſt, Jeſus the Son of 
od, that is paſſed into the heavens, and is ſet down 
the right hand of God, and alſo maketh interceſſi- 
for us, we may come boldly (that is freely) to 
e throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
d grace to help in time of need. 
What is it to believe with the heart that Teſus 
riſt is anointed of God to be King, and to receive 
m as ſuch ? 
To believe with the heart that Jeſas Chriſt is a- 
inted of God to be King, and to receive him as 
b, is (efeftually and powerfully ) to believe that 
od his Father hath put all things under bim, that 
is the head of all principality and power, and 
owned with glory and honour, that he hath all 


hall 
t deſp 
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he wo 
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recen 
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f for Her given him in heaven and in earth, that he 
[meilnlul reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet, 
ciliatiofat he is the one Law giver who is abie to ſave and 
of hinffy deſtroy ; and therefore to obſerve all things what- 
ugh lever he hath commanded. 

er; fol Seeing that Chriſt is our Lord and Xin F cobat learn 


amo. Vom thence ? 
I learn from Chriſt's being our King, that there- 
onged tre fin ſhould not reign in our mortal body, that we 
atinue ould obey it in the liſts thereof; for what commu- 
on hath light with darkneſs, and what concord hath 
rift with Belial ? | 
entered hat are the enemies that Chriſt our King is to 
r in the and deſtroy ? 
them to The enemies that he is to ſubdue and deſtroy are, 
eing Iitan, and wicked men, and fin, and death, which is 
| e laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed. 
conti What will this King Feſus Chriſt do for the righte- 
nto us ſs who ſincerely obey him? 
Secing When he ſhall come with all his holy angels, and 
upon the throne of his glory, he mall ſay unto the 
zateous, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 


king» 


one {a 
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kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of | 
world, and to thoſe that overcome (Heir ſpirit 
enemies) he will grant to fit with him on his tho 
even as he overcame and is ſet down with his Fat 
on bis throne, and to thoſe that ſhall be faithful 
the death he will zive a crown of life. 

Hain ſeen what it is to believe in Chriſt, tell 
ewhat are the proſierties and notes of true faith 
down in ſcripture ? 

The properties and notes of true faith ſet dow 
ſcripture are theſe five. 1. It purifies the heart. 2. 
worketh by love. 3. It is made perfect by wo: 
4. It overcomes the world. 5. It quencheth all 
fiery darts of the wicked one, that is the devil. 

Having ſeen what is meant by faith toward; 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let us ſee what is meant by rt 
tance, which is alſo neceſſary to qualifie and fit uf 
receive pardon of fin and ſalvation by Teſus Ch 
wwhat is it therefore truly and ſavingly to repent ? 

Truly and ſavingly to repent is. with a godly | 
row and ſhame for fin, to turn from all fin, 
God. 

It is not ſufficient then only to confeſs our fins to G 

It is not; but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh t 
ſhall have mercy, 

Is not forrow for fin ſaving repentance ? 

No, but godly ſorrow worketh repentance to 
vation not to be repented of. 

You cannot think that good purpoſes and reſelul 
of amendment are ſufficient to ſalvation ? 

No, by no means, but we muſt throughly amt 
our ways and doings, we mult do works meet for 
pentance, and bring forth fruits anſwerable to ame 
ment of life: for every tree that bringeth not f 
good fruit is hewn down and caſt into the fire. 

Having ſeen the nature of faith and repenta 
tell me, what is meant by new and ſpiritual off We, 


n of Neaience, which is alſo abſolutely neceſſary to ſalva- 
iron ? 
1. By new and ſpiritual obedience is meant, that we 
s F,Þſt make us a new ſpirit, (that is, do our beſt endea- 
ithtul ur for it) and walk in newneſs of life; that we muſt 
t off as to the former converſation the old man, 
, tel] Pich is corrupt according to the deceitful luſts, and 
faith renewed in the ſpirit of our mind, and put on the 
man which after God is created in righteouſneſs 
don true holineſs. 
rt, 2 BHow 7s this new and ſpiritual obedience farther ex- 
y Wot ined in ſcripture ? 
h all Wt is thus farther explained, namely, that we ſhould 
il, walk nor live after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit{or 
vard: Herding to the ſpiritual precepts of the goſpel ), that 


by r ould not any longer live to the luſts of men, but 


4 fit ute will of God: that we ſhould yield ourſelves un- 
„ ClG0d : and that as we have yielded our members 
pent ? Pants to uncleanneſs and to iniquity unto iniquity, 
godly n ſo now we ſhould yield our members ſervants to 
ſin, uÞteouſneſs unto holineſs. 

By what arguments and motives doth the ſcripture 
us to Cipret, and preſs us to, this new and ſpiritual obe- 
keth Uf? 

Dne ground and argument in ſcripture for ſpiritual 
lience is this, that if any man be in Chrift (or @ 
ice to E chriſtian ) he is a new creature; and if we are 
creatures, and God's workmanſhip, we are cre- 
reſolul in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, to the which 
| hath before prepared us that we ſhould walk in 
hly am", and therefore they that are Chriſt's have cru- 
ect ford the fleſh with the affections and luſts. 
to ame} hat other argument or motive de you remember 
not fMriture for ſpiritual obedience ? 
are. Þ ſecond argument is this, that Chriſt his own ſelf 
rebenta$ our fins in his own body on the tree, to the end 
tual oll we, being dead unto fin, ſhould live unto righ- 
tcouſnels ; 
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teouſneſs ; and he gave himſelf for us, that he mig 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purifie to himſelh 
peculiar people zealous of good works. 
M hat other argument or motive in ſcripture « 
you rehearſe for ſpiritual obedience ? 

A third argument is this, that Chriſt hath ſaid, 
we love him, and keep his commandments, he y 
love us, and manifeſt himſelf unto us, and alſo u 
his Father will loye us, and they both will make tiy 
abode with us. | 
N bat other argument or motive in ſcripture can 
think on for ſpiritual obedience ? 

A fourth argument is this, that if we live aftert 
fleſh we ſhall die, but if we through the ſpitit 
mortifie the deeds of the body we ſhall live; if 
ſow to the fleſh, we ſhall of the fleſh reap corrupti 
but if we ſow to the ſpirit, we ſhall of the ſpirit u 
life everlaſting ; that being become the ſervant 
God we ſhall have our fruit unto holineſs, and 
end everlaſting life; that great peace have they 
love God's law, and in keeping thereof there is a gi 
reward. . And (therefore ) bleſſed are they that 
his commandments. 

What are the works of the fleſh which every C 
ſtian is to crucifie ? 

The works of the fleſh are nanifeſt, which 
theſe; adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſi 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulatidſre r: 
wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, murd/+ 7: 
drunkenneſs, revellings and ſuch like; and they 
do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Gf 

What are the fruits of the Spirit that every Cl 
ftian is to bring forth? 

The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, lc 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, iche at 
perance, and againſt ſuch there is no law. hich 
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Will not outward privileges or reſpects avail us a- 
thing to juſtification and ſalvation without t his 
mv and ſpiritual obedience ? . 
Neither circumciſion availeth any thing nor uncir- 
mcifion, but a new creature, and the keeping of the 
ommandments of God ; and not every one that ſaith, 
ord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
it be that doth the will of his Father which is in 
Weaven ; for why call ye me Lord, Lord, ( /aith our 
aviour ) and do not the things which I ſay? The 
earers of the law are not juſt before God, but the 
ders of the law ſhall be juſtihed. 
after May it not ſuſſice to keep ſome of the commandments 
ſpitit N God, but we muſt obey all? 
We mult have reſpect unto all God's command- 
ents, and hate every falſe way ; for whoſoever ſhall 
eep the whole law, and yet (wilfully) offend in 
2rvantsioe point, he is guilty of all; (or liable to the puniſb- 
and ent due to the breach of all, viz. eternal death.) 
they lh Vill God accept at our hands nothing ſhort of ab- 
e is a gHIAtely perfect obedience ?. 
ey thatY Like as a father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord 
itieth them that fear him; for he knoweth our frame, 
very e remembreth that we are but duſt, and if there be 

willing mind it is accepted, according to that a 
which an hath and not according to that he hath not. 
-iviouſnThat is, it is accepted, if we demonſtrate that aue 
-mulatidfre really willing, by our acting in a good ſuitable- 
, murdſs to the ftrengtb abe have received.) 
| they i Do you think that you can deſerve forgiveneſs of Jin 
m of Od eternal ſalvation at God's hands by obeying his 
very Cigmmanadments ? | { 

No, by no means: but when we have done all 
eace, looſe things that are commanded. us, we muſt ſay that 
cneſs, tee are unprofitable ſervants, we have done but that 

| hich was our duty to do; and not by works of 
uteouſneſs which we have done (that is, not for 
C2 j the 
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the deſert of them ) but according to his mercy he 
veth us by the waſhing of regeneration and renewir 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and he maketh us accepted in i 
beloved, by whom we have redemption through 
blood, the forgiveneſs of fin, according to the rich 
of his grace. 
Seeing we cannot merit at God's hands by any thisf 
we can do, and that we are pardoned and ſaw 
purely by the free grace of God in Chriſt, how condi 
obedience to bis commandments to be indiſpenſably nec 
ſary to our being ſo? 
Obedience to God's commandments is thereſaſ 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to our being pardoned and 
ved, — that the righteous Lord loveth right{$* 
ouſneſs, but hateth wickedneſs, and all the worke 
of iniquity, inſomuch as he that juſtifieth the wick 
is an abomination unto the Lord, ſo that without ht 
lineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, for thereby we 
made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
ſaints in light, nor can we have fellowſhip with hi 
and walk in darkneſs, for God is light and in him 
no darkneſs at all, Wherefore God having raiſed! 
his ſon Jeſus ſent him to bleſs us by turning eve 
one of us from our iniquities, and hath exalted hi 
to be a Prince and a Saviour (fr to give repe 
tance and (7her ) forgiveneſs of fins, and he came 
to deſtroy the law but to fulfil it; (that is to perfil 
it or preach it fully : ) [ſo the ſame word is ul Pp 

Rom. 15. 19. and Col. 1. 25.] | - 
Then you will never be perſuaded to believe il 
Faith in Chrift freeth us from our obligation to 
moral law, or any one precept of it. | 
Do we make void the law through faith? an 
forbid, yea we eſtabliſh the law: and to live ſober! 
righteouſly and godlily in this preſent world is tha 
(even the ſum of all that ) which the grace of GY: 

that brings ſalvation teacheth us. Nay it is eaſier 
heart 


hi 
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wen and earth to paſs a2vay than one jot or title of 
law to fail till all be fulfilled 3 (c ay TAYTH „e- 


y he 


>NCWIL 


* | Td, or till all things be done, that is, till the 
e rich be deſtroyed.) 


Which are the Ten Commandments into which the 
ral law, as it was given by God to Moſes, is di- 
ded; of which the four firft contain our duty to- 
ard God, and the other fix our duty towards man? 
God ſpake all theſe words ſaying, I am the Lord 
y God, which hath brought thee out of the land of 


ny thi 
id ſay 


bly nec 


ere pt, out of the houſe of bondage. 

and Hi. Thou ſhalt have none other Gods before (or 
1 right des ) me. 

worked 2. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven i- 


ge or the likeneſs of any thing, that is in heaven a- 
we, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
y we aff Vater under the earth: thou ſhalt not bow down 
ce of elf to them nor ſerve them: for I the Lord thy. 
vich hed am a jealous God, viſiting the iniquity of the 
D thers upon the children, unto the third and fourth 
raiſed $>cration of them that hate me: and ſhewing mer- 
unto thouſands of them that love me and keep my 
mmandments, 
3. Thou-ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
Id in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs 
Fat taketh his name in vain. 
II. Remember the ſabbath-day to keep it holy: fix 
ys ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work : but the 
enth day is the ſabbath of the Lord thy God. In 
thou ſhalt not do any work, thou nor thy ſon nor 
y daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor thy maid-ſervant, 
ich? GE" thy cattle nor thy ſtranger that 1s within thy gates, 
e ſoben in ſix days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
1d is tht” and all that in them is, and reſted the ſevently 
: wherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſabbath- day, 
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5. Honour thy father and thy mother: that u Hz 
days may be long upon the land which the Lord ii“ 
God giveth thee. A 

6. Thou ſhalt not kill. ve e 

7. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. ne at 

3. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 

9. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt i 
neighbour. | Ar, 

10. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's hou 
thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor 
man-ſervant, nor his maid-ſervant, nor his ox, t 
his aſs, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

How are theſe ten commandments abridged by 
Saviour Chriſt ? 

He hath reduced them all to theſe two; Thou ſh 
love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and wi 
all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, and with all 8 
ſtrength, This is the firſt commandment ( or 2he f 
table.) And the ſecond is like, namely this, thou ſi 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 

How it the love of God expreſſed ? 

This is the love of God that we keep his coat 


mandments. (to 
Hon is this ſecond commandment or table farther i No 
plained by Chrift ? n 


He hath farther explained it thus; as ye would thÞrke: 
men ſhould do to you, do ye alſo fo to them likewiſſ ar. 
Can a man love God and hate his brother, or refi enc 
to ſupply his neceſſities according to his ability? ory 
If a man ſay, I love God, and hateth his brothe 
he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother who 
he hath ſeen, how can he love God whom he hat 
not ſeen? and whoſo hath this world's goods, and ſee 
his brother have need, and ſhutteth up his bowels « 


compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the love of Goffe fo 
in bim: 1 
Hai it | 
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hat of Hath not Chriſt given a new commandment concern- 
ord Meg the loving of our brethren ? 

A new commandment he hath given to us, that we 
we one another,as he hath loved us that we alſo love 
ne another, And as hereby perceive we the love of 
od becauſe he laid down his life for us; ſo we ought 
ainſt & lay down our lives for the brethren. 

Are the commandments of Chriſt impoſſible or difficult 
be obeyed ? 7 
His commandments are not grievous, but his yoke is 
ie and his burthen is light. Nor hath God in any 
ing wearied us that we ſhould teſtifie againſt him. 
re we able of ourſelves to believe and repent and 
oo all the commandments of God? 
We are not ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing 
of ourſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God, whoſe 
ace is ſufficient for us. It is God that worketh in us 
th to will and to do of his good pleaſure ; but as 
thout Chriſt we can do nothing, ſo we can do all 
ings through Chriſt which ſtrengthneth us. | 
Are wwe therefore to lie idle, and only to live in ex- 
fation of power from above to work in us both to will 
{to do what is required of us? 
No verily, but we are to work out our own ſalva- 
n with fear and trembling, becauſe it is God which 
ould thÞrketit in us both to will and to do: {that is, becauſe 
likewil are enabled by the concurrence of God's grace with 
or refuſg endeavours bath to reſolve firmly to do well, and to 
? erm accordingly. ) 
brothe Seeing we are unable without the ſupply of God's 
er Whole and Spirit to keep his commandments; and there- 
he hate it cannot but be ab/olutely neceſſary for us to pray to 
and ſeetÞethat we may be ftrengthned with might by bis Spirit 
zowels (the inward man, what encouragement have we to 
e of Gofffe for /piritual ftrength upon our praying for it? 
e are encouraged from ti oſe words of Chriſt; aſk 
Hai it ſhall be given you: ſcek and ye ſnall find: gee 
an 
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and it ſhalf be opened unto you, &c. If ye being 
know how to give good gifts unto your children: hi 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the he 
Spirit to them that aſk him. 

What further encouragement have we to expe? ſpi 
tual ſtrength? | 

We are further encouraged from the tenure of ti 
new covenant, which is this; I will put (/aith Gulf 
my laws in their mind, and write them in their heart 
I will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, a 
I will give you an- heart of fleſh,and I will put my $ 
rit within you; and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatute 
and ye ſhall keep my commandments and do the: 
(Which promiſes ſuppoſe that we muſt not be wilful 
or careleſly wanting to ourſelves in the uſe of mean 
[ asis manifeſt by comparing theſe texts with Exzek. 1 
31. and James 4.8. and many ſuch like.] 

What are the chief ordinary means which God ha 
appointed for the working and furtherance of faith, 
pentance andall graces in us? * 

They are theſe three; 1. ”rayer: 2. The holy (cr 
tures or word of God: 3. The Sacraments, 

What is Prayer? | 

Prayer is the making known our requeſts to Gt 
and the pouring cut our hearts before him, that ſo1 
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
need. 

How muſt wwe pray to God that we may be hu b 
and accepted by him? 9 8 

That we may be heard and accepted by God, 
muſt aſk in the name ot Chriſt, and ſuch things ot 
muſt we aſk as are according to his will. 
What elſe is neceſſary to make our prayers ac * 
table? g 

"Tis farther neceſſary, to the making of our pray} 
acceptable, that we call upon God in truth C 
cerity ) and not with teigned lips, that we pray Y 
a hum! 
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nility, and ſubmiſſion, ſaying, not my will but thine 
done; that we afk in faith ( that is,believing inthe 
dom, power and goodneſs of God) that we lift up 
ly hands without wrath, or forgiving all that have 
ſpaſſed againſt us, and laſtly whatſoever we aſſe we 
receive, if we keep his commandments, and do 
fe things that are pleaſing in his ſight; but if we 
ard iniquity in our hearts the Lord will not hear us. 
But muſt we not with prayers to God join alſo praiſe 
{ thankſgiving? 


es, in every thing muſt our requeſts be madeknown 
od by prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving, 
this is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus that in every 


ig we give thanks, in the name of our Lord Jeſus 


ut, by whom we are to offer the ſacrifice of praiſe 
tinually unto God. 


How did Chriſt our Lord teach his Diſciples to pray? 


e taught them to pray after this manner: 


Dur father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 


ie, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
tis in heaven: Give us this day our daily bread, 
forgive us our treſpaſles, as we forgive them that 
paſs againſt us, and lead us not into temptation,but 
ver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the 
er, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
What is the ſecond mean for begetting an increaſe 
aith and all other wirtues? 

tis the word of God, or the holy Scriptures, which 
able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation ; for all the 
ture is given by inſpiration of God, and is profi- 
e for doQrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
tion in righteouſneſs, that the man of God (and 
Faithful chriſtian ) may be perfect, throughly 
iſhed for every good work. 

low muſt we receive the word of God, that it may 
an effetual means of grace unto us ? 


We 


thereby. 
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We muſt receive the word with meekneſs, ard irhe 
readineſs of mind, with an honeſt and good heart, #4 : 
laying aſide all malice, and all guile and hy pocriſies th; 
envies and evil ſpeakings, as new born babes wen 
deſire the ſincere milk of the word that we may g 


It is not enough then meerly to hear or read - 
word ? | 

By ao means, but we muſt meditate on the law off 
Lord day and night, we mult lay it up and hide it 
our hearts, and having with an honeſt and good he 
heard the word, we mult keep it and bring forth lh 
with patience (or perſeverance ) for if we be hes 
only of the word, and not doers, we deceive our {cl 

What is meant in ſcripture by thoſe thorns ul 
choak the good ſeed of the word ? 

The cares of this world and the deceitfulneſs of rid 
and the pleaſures of this life, and the luſts of ot 
things, theſe are the thorns which choak the word 
that it becometh unfruitful. 

The third and laſt means you mentioned was the 
craments; how many ſacraments are there under 
New Teſtament? pos 

There are only two, namely Baptiſm and the Lo 
Supper. 

What is baptiſm ? 

Baptiſm is waſhing with water, in the name of 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

What doth this baptiſm or waſhing with avatet anc 
wifie ? 

This baptiſm or wiſhing with water ſignifies 
waſhing away of fins, or the waſhing of regeneral ze; 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. he 

What are they engaged to in reference to God the het 
ther and the Son and Holy Ghoſt who are bapiſ fo 
in (or into the name of the Father, Son, and Rout 
Ghoſt? | dat! 
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s, andThey are engaged ſo to live, as that the name of 
heart, I and his, doctrine be not blaſphemed by them, 
>criſiesÞ that the name of Chriſt may be glorified in them, 
es we nity are obliged to put on Chriſt, and as they name 
may gi name of Chriſt (or profeſs his religion) fo to de- 
t likewiſe from all iniquity ; and ſeeing that they 
read Co are baptized into Jeſus Chriſt are baptized into 
death, they are to reckon themſelves to be dead 
law of eed unto fin, but alive unto God, unto whom they 
| hide i to yield themſelves as thoſe that are alive from the 
good had And laitly, they are eng:ged not to grieve the 
z forth fly Spirit of God, whereby t..cy are ſealed unto tae 
be heaſſh of redemption. 
our ſelſ hat are the, engaged to in reference to men «who 
rs wh baptized into Chriſt ? 
They are engaged to keep the unity of the ſpirit in 
ſs ofrich bond of peace; for there is one baptiſm, and by 
ſts of off ſpirit we are all baptized into one body. 
he word hat is the ſa rament of the Lord's Supper? 

The Lord's Supper is a Sacrament wherein ( after 
was tht giving of thanks and bleſſiug) bread is broken and 
under n, and wine is poured out and drank in remembrance 

w a commemoration) of Chriſt. 
the Lat doth the bread broken fignifie and teach us 
emember ? 

The bread broken fignifieth and teacheth us to re- 
1ame of nber the body of Chriſt, which was given and bro- 
zhoſt. Þ for us; for he was wounded for our tranſgreſſi- 
þ water and bruiſed for our iniquities, he gave himſelf a 
om for all, and by his ſtripes we are healed. 
bat doth the wine poured out into the cup ſig niſie 
teach us to remember ? 
he wine poured out into the cup ſignifieth and 
God theFheth us to remember the blood of Chriſt which was 
are bapti tor many for the remiſſion of fins ; for he pou- 
xn, and Mout his ſoul (or /ife) unto death, and by his blood 

iath redeemed us unto God, 
N How 


ſignifies 


egencr al 
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How may wwe worthily receive the Lord's Suppe ca 
Let a man examine (or approve) himſelf, and ſo em. 
him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. ow 
Of what benefit and advantage is the ſacrament! « 
the Lord's Supper to thoſe that worthily receive it he 
The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs it is the ce £3 
munion (or communication) of the blood of Chi 
and the bread which we break it is the commui9, 
(or communication) of the body of Chrift. 
What is the danger of receiving the Lord's Su 
wruorthily ? 
Whoſoever ſhall eat this bread and drink this 
of the Lord nnworthily, ſhall be guilty of the body? 
blood of the Lord, and he eateth and drinketh dz 
nation (or judgren:) to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lon 
body. (That is, not eating it in a holy manner, or 
ting no difference between it and ordinary food. 
How do the ſufferings and death of Chriſt repriſ ci 
ted in this ſacrament ſhew unto us the evil and hein 
neſs of fin, and by that means engage us to godly fo 
and repentance ? 
The ſufferings and death of Chriſt repreſen 
in this ſacrament ſhew unto us the evil and heinoul 
of fin, in that we are not redeemed from it but wif 
the precious blood of Chriſt, his ſoul was exceed 
ſorrowful even unto death, it pleaſed the Lord to br 
him and to put him to grief, and to lay upon him 
iniquities of us all. That is, he would not admit fir 
to terms of reconciliation with himſelf without ſuch th 
ſacrifice for fin as that of his own dear Son. 
How doth the love of Chrift in dying for as en 
xs to live a new life? | 
The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we i 
Judge, that if one died for all, that were all dead, F 
that he died for all, that they which live ſhould 
henceforth live unto themſelves (hat is, to their ff 
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Sur bd carnal affeftions) but unto him which died for 


m. 
ow doth the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper en- 
ge Chriftians to love each other? 
he ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper engageth us to 
ecach other, in that we being many are one bread 
| one body; for we are all partakers of that one 
ad, and are all made to drink into one ſpirit. (That 
our drinking all of the ſame cup fignifieth our being 
ted by the ſame ſpirit.) 
How farther doth the Lord's ſupper engage us to 
is ian love? 
Wt farther engageth us to Chriſtian love, in that we 
commanded to walk in love as Chriſt alſo hath lo- 
the Lol us, and hath given himſelf for us, an offering and 
crifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour, (and in 
pod.) I /acrament this ſacrifice is commemorated.) 
g repriſſeeing Jeſus Chriſt hath ſet biſhops and ſpiritual 
ud heinrnors and teachers over his cburcu, who by their 
dls ſon Pers, preaching the word and adminiſtration of the 
aments, and eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, are for the per- 
ing of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry and 
ing of his body, and hath promiſed to be with them 
be end of the world; How are we to behave our- 
es towards them ? 
e are, commanded to obey them that have the 
over us, and ſubmit ourſelves (te them) for they 
i for our ſouls as they that muſt give account, 
they may do it with joy and not with grief, 
to eſteem thoſe that are over us in the Lord, and 
dniſh us, very bighly in love for their names ſake, 
to account them worthy of double honour. But 
r thoſe falſe apoſtles and deceitful workers, which 
2 diviſions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
i we have learned, we muſt avoid them, for they 
not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, 
by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the _ 
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of the ſimple, having a form of godlineſs but deni // 
the power thereof, (from ſuch I ſay ) we muſt tun 
way, that ſo we henceforth be no more children toſ 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of d 
trine, by the ſlight of men, and cunning craftingWÞm: 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 

Having ſpoken of the three chief outward mean; 
the begetting and encreaſe of grace and holineſs, a 
are thoſe four laſt things( as they are commonly cal, 
abhich being duly conſidered would excite and engay! 
to à ſerious minding of holineſs ? 

The four laſt things which being duly conſide 
would excite and engage us to a ſerious mmdingþ 
holineſs are death and judgment, heaven and I 

What doth the ſcripture tell us of death ? 

The ſcripture tells us that it is appointed unto 
once to die, and that all our life is even as a vapour! 
appeareth for a little time and then vaniſheth awaſh 

What ſhould the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our 
here engage us 10? | 

'The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our life here ſhe 
engage us ſo to number our days, that we may aj 
our hearts unto wiſdom. 

What is that wiſdom which we are to apply our huen, 
unto? 

The fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to 
part from evil is underſtanding. 

What doth the ſcripture tell us of the judgm 
Come? 

The ſcripture tells us, that God hath appoints 
day in the which he will judge the world in rig 
ouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordained, ean 
by Jeſus Chriſt; who is ordained of God to be 
judge of quick and dead, and we muſt all appear 
fore the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one d! 

receive the things done in his body, according to I Fo 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad. f wth 


ous 
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t demi What /oa'l immediately precede the general judg- 
aſt tun ent? | 
ren toll} The hour is coming in the which all that are in the 
id of dFaves ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and ſhall 
craftingÞme forth, they that have done good, unto the re- 
trection of life; and they that have done evil unto the 
ſurrection of damnation. 
What ſoould the ſerious conſideration of the laſt 
doment engage us to? 
The ſerious conſideration of the laſt judgment ſhould 
page us to fear God and keep his commandments; 
r God ſhall bring every work into judgment, with 
mmdingery ſecret thing, in the day when God ſhall judge 
and Me ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt. 
p Seeing then that God, who knoweth the ſecrets of 
d untouÞe heart, will bring every work into jilgment, and 
vapourWaze the ſecrets of men by Teſus Chrift, «what muſt we 
eth awaiþ bat we may not be condemned with thewworldat the 
y of our) jud ment? 
That we may not be condemned with the world at 
day of judgment, let us ſearch and try our ways 
ad turn again to the Lord, and let every man prove 
s own work, for every man ſhall bear his own bur- 
ten, and ſhall give account of himſelf to God. 
But ſeeing the heart is deceitful above all things, 
it not needful to pray unto God that we may not be 
ceived in ſearching our ways, and proving our own 
judgm orks ? | 
Surely it is meet for us to ſay unto God, that which 
ſee not teach thou me: and if I have done iniquity 
will do no more, for who can underſtand his errors? 
eanſe thou me from my ſecret faults ; ſearch me, O 
2d to bepod, and know my heart, try me and know my 
1 appearÞoughts, and ſee if there be any wicked way in me, 
ery one ſd lead me in the way everlaſting. 
ding to Fora/much as the heavens and the elements and the 
a | wth ſhall be diſſolved, when the day of the Lord ſhall 
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come; what ſhould the conſideration hereof engage u:FFetou 
Seeing that all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, v. 
manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy cone 
ſation and godlinels, giving diligence that we may Pat 
found of God in peace, without ſpot and blameleſ te: 
I o are thoſe that are ſecured from being cond, 
ned with the world, and may have boldneſs in the iſſerte 
of Judgment ? or 11 
There 15no condemnation to them thatare in Chr 
Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh but after the ji 
rit, and ſuch may have boldneſs in the day of jud 
ment, becauſe as Chriſt was, 4 are they in this world 
for hereby know we that we are in him if we keeplii 

word, and walkeven as he walked. 
What dath the ſcripture ell us of heaven ? 
The ſcrip tells us of heaven, that it is a pla 
of reſt, and Comfort, and joy, even of fulneſs of j 
and pleaſures for evermore, and that there is reſerſ 1 
for the ſaints an inheritance incorruptible and undo. 
filed, and that fadeth not away. 
Can you give me a particular deſcription ef 
heavenly ftate ? 
Now are we the ſons of God, but it doth not] 
appear what we ſhall be ; but we know that when 
ſhall appear we ſhall belike him: for we ſhall ſee hi 
as he is; and then ſhall we ever be with the Lon 
who will alſo change our vile body, that it may 
faſhioned like unto his glorious body, according tot 
working whereby he is able even to ſubdue all thin 

unto himſelf, 

Who are thoſe that: ſpall nat inherit the kingdom 
God or heaven? tk 
We know that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit ie 
kingdom of God, and particularly neither fornicatonf** 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 15 
buſers of themſelves with mankind, nor thieyes,nor oF _ 
veto. 
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ge 5H Fetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
d, her fuch like ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. 
come Then you are throughly convinced that it is neceſſary | p 
e may Mat wwe become new creatures, that ſo we may enter 
meleß. to the kingdom of heaven? 

r condi} Verily except we be born again, except we be con · 
'n the ullerted, and become as little children, we cannot ſee 
r in any wiſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
How then ſhould every one live and behave himſelf 
bat hopes to ſee God and his kingdom? 

Every one that hath his hope in him ſhould purifie 
imſelf even as God is Pure, ( or endeavour to be as like 
im in holineſs as he can) and walk worthy of God 


ho hath called him to hy kingdom and glory. 


in Chr 
r the f 
of jud 
11s world 


e keep 


9 What are they further engaged to do, who believe 
is a ph loo for the heavenly kingdom and inheritance? 

eſs of i They are further engaged to have their converſa- 
s reſeniſen in heaven, and to ſet their affections on things 


and undÞove and not on things on the earth. 
hat is the fruit of the conſideration of the glori- 
ion of | reward in heaven, as to ative obedience, and 
ing the will of God? 
th not i The conſideration of the glorious reward in hea- 
t when" encourageth us to be ſtedfaſt, and unmoveable, 
all ſee h}ways to abound in the work of the Lord, foraſ- 


the Loſuch as we know that our labour is not in vain in 
it may e Lord, and not to be weary in well-doing, ſeeing 
ling totſÞt in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap if we faint not, and 
all thin hatſoever we do, to do it heartily, as to the Lord, 


d not unto men, knowing that of the Lord we 
all receive the reward of the inheritance, and that 
d thoſe that by patient continuance in well-doing 
ek for glory, honour and immortality, God will. 
der eternal life. 

hat is the fruit of the conſideration of the glori- 
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The conſideration of the glorious reward in l 
ven encourageth us to run the race that is ſet bet 
us with patience, becauſe we reckon that the uf 
rings of this preſent time are not worthy to be 
pared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in P 
nay, when men ſhall revile and perſecute us,: 
ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt us falſly for Chri 
ſake, we are to rejoice and to be exceeding g 
and even leap for joy, becauſe that great 1s our; 
ward in heaven; and our light affliction which is} 
for a moment worketh for us a far more excee | 
and eternal weight of glory. 

What doth the ſcripture tell us of bell? 

The ſcripture tells us that hell is a place of! 
ment, and everlaſting puniſhment, where ſhall 
weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. 

Who are thoſe that ſhall be thus everlaſtingly 
niſhed ? 

They that know not God and obey not the go 
of our Lord Jeſus, they ſhall be puniſhed with en 
laſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord,: 
from the glory of his power, and ſhall be caſt i 
hell-fire; where their worm dieth not, and the 
3s not quenched. 

Tell me once more, wwhat muſt we do to be ſar 
from eternal miſery, and to eſcape the wrath to cont 

That we may be ſaved from eternal miſery : 
eſcape the wrath to come, we muſt believe on t 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and bring forth fruits meer i © 
repentance, and turn from all our tranſgreſſion; e. 
iniquity ſhall not be our ruin, 


e 


— | 


rd in hb! 
ſet bek 
the ſuf 
> be c 
led in 
e us, 2 
or Ch i! 
ling g 
is out! 
lich is! 
excee 


TWO SHORT 


F 


FOR THE USE OF 


CHILDREN. 


ace oft 

» ſhall] 

| BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 
flingly 
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with of MoRNING PRAYER. 


Lord,: 
caſt i 


rs: OST great and gracious Lord 


God, the father of mercies, and 

e God of all comfort: thou art wor- 

y to receive all thanks and praile for 
ene thy mercies and favours towards 

reſſion ; Ye. — Bleſſed be thy name for pre- 

ing me the night paſt from all dan- 

r and evil, for refreſhing me with 

mfortable ſleep, and raiſing me up 

ſee the light of another day. In 

thee 


o be ſar 
þ to con 
niſery 1 


tao AA 
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thee I live and have my being: thiſhr 
mercies are new every morning anger 
thy compaſſions fail not: grant ther 
fore, O Lord, that as I live by thy mes 
cy and goodneſs, I may alſo live to till 
ſervice and glory; that I may love th< 
with all my heart and.with all n . 
ſtrength, and that I may be careful i 
thy obedient child) to pleaſe thee, N 
merciful father, in all things.—O en” 
me underſtanding, that I may leaf 
thy commandments. Teach me er 
know thy will, and enable me to b 
it; that I may not ſin againſt theeF® 
any time. Keep me this day fro 
all evil, and preſerve me from all da 
ger. O Lord, preſerve my going 0 
and my comingin, from this time fo 


and for ever more. And give me grad 
T beſeech thee, to ſerve thee in ho 
neſs and righteouſneſs all the days 
my lite, and to do that which is ud 
pleaſing in thy ſight, through Jc 
Chr 
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g: thſhriſt, to whom be glory for ever and 
ig aner. AMEN. 


there 
y meſſ” Father which art in heaven, hal. 


to thllowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
ve tig come, thy will be done on earth as 
all mit is in heaven: give us this day our 
eful daily bread, and forgiv eus our treſ- 
hee, (paſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
-O oi paſs againſt us, and lead us not in- 
o temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: for thine is the kingdom, and 
he power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. AMEN, 
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c 
IV 


EvexniNG PRAYER. 


O Almighty God and moſt mei 
ful Father, I thy poor creatuf© 
deſire to praiſe thy holy name, a 
to give thee all humble and hes 
thanks for thy fatherly care over I 
this day, and for all the bleſſings af* 
comforts which I have received. 
thee day after day. O Lord, in m el 
cy forgive my unthankfulneſs and 
my other ſins, Forgive, I beſeech th 
every evil thought, word and da 
whereby I have ſinned againſt * 
this day, or at any other time. 
grant, O Lord, that for the time 
come I may ſerve thee better, an 
bey thee 1n all things. 

Heavenly Father, watch over 
this night, keep me from all evil: 
danger: refreſh me with comfortal 
reſt and ſleep, and raiſe me up in he: 
and ſafety to behold the light of 
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er day. And grant that the longer 
ive, the better I may live; and as 
t mengrow in age, that I may alſo grow in 
eren e, and in the knowledge of thee 
me d of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt.— . 
has Bleſs, O Lord, all that I am bound 
ver pray for, all my friends and kindred: 
Es all in this houſe; and give us all 


* 


S an 


echt ; 
0 d Saviour, to whom be glory both 


w and for ever. AMEN. 
n{t oi an i 
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